
Le Grand Relay - Lap #1
Dumitrescu‘s Dream
Dani Gal
25 February - 17 March 2012
Opening Friday 24 February, 6pm.

We are very proud to announce the first lap of our Grand Relay series of exhibitions, scree-
nings and performances with two films by Dani Gal (*1975, Jerusalem, lives in Berlin, DE). 
Grand Relay shows artists of the gallery and guests in site specific, large scale installations 
that all include a particular interest in sound, music and performance. The exhibitions are 
accompanied by screenings and performances both at the gallery and beyond, partly commis-
sioned as collaborations of the participating artists.

Iancu Dumitrescu (Romania in 1944) is one of the leading avantgarde composers working 
today. His music is defined as spectral - a musical composition practice where compositional 
decisions are often informed by the analysis of sound spectra. During the last 30 years he 
has composed a large body of works for music for tape and computer. Dumitrescu’s music 
is based on the idea of ‘acousmatics,’ meaning the intimate exploration of sonic phenomena. 
He composes by eliminating everything around the instrument and carefully examining the 
actual sound. One of the key aspects of his work is the exploration of possible connections 
between the most archaic Romanian music, Byzantine music and today’s avantgarde music. 

The video by Dani Gal is an adaptation of a story Dumitrescu told in an interview about a 
dream he had during his military service in Romania. The dream, which had a very strong 
effect on the composer’s work, is an expression of sound in the most violent and primary 
fashion in a context of military situation saturated with absurdity.

Dani Gal‘s „Dumitrescu‘s Dream“ is shown as a two channel video installation. The second 
video presented - „Urformen“ (Archetypes)- is a documentation of the artist’s visit to Roma-
nia in 2010 where he met the avantegarde composer. Aside from conversations with 
Dumitrescu, the film also documents various performances.

As most works by Dani Gal also „Dumitrescus Dream“ and „Urformen“ emphasize on the 
ambiguous role of a medium and follow both its significance as an intimate, subjective ex-
perience on one hand, and its abstract representation of social circumstances on the other. 
However, the exhibited works focus less on one specific political or historical event but the 
production of sounds as such. As his 2009 film „Black Magic Marker“- that portrayed the 
jamaican experimental musician and god-father of dub Lee Scratch Perry- „Dumitrescus 
Dream“ and „Urformen“ put the inventor of this specific interpretation of the medium sound 
at it‘s center.
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The exhibition is accompanied by a screening and artist talk at Kunsthaus Zurich

Dani Gal 
Nacht und Nebel  
2011
Kunsthaus Zürich, Thursday 23 February, 6pm
Dani Gal in conversation with Mirjam Varadinis & Giovanni Carmine

Le Grand Relay - an exhibition in three laps
presenting three site-specific installations, screenings and performances

Lap #2  
Marc Bauer 
24 March - 14 April 2012

Lap #3 
Discoteca Flaming Star 
21 April - 05 May 2012

Performance 
Dani Gal & Discoteca Flaming Star 
21 April 2012

For futher information and images please contact the gallery at:

+41 44 240 0481
office@freymondguth.com
www.freymondguth.com

Dani Gal

Exhibitions (selection):

Freymond-Guth Fine Arts, Zurich, CH (s), Zabludowicz Collection, London, UK (g), 

Kunsthaus Zurich, CH, Frankfurter Kunstverein, Frankfurt, DE (g), Kunstverein Arnsberg, Arnsberg, DE (s),

12. Istanbul Biennale, TR (g), MUMOC, Vienna, AT (performance, lecture), The Second Strike, Herzliya Museum 

of Contemporary Art, ISR (g), 54. Biennale di Venezia, IT (g), Berlinale, Berlin, DE (g), Galerie Kadel Wilborn, 

Karlsruhe, DE (g), w139 Arts Centre, Amsterdam, NL (s), Lüttgenmeijer, Berlin, DE (s), Kunsthalle Wien, Vienna, 

AT (g), Art Basel 41 Statements mit Freymond-Guth Fine Arts, Basel, CH (s), DEPOT, Istanbul TR, Kölnischer 

Kunstverein, Cologne, DE (g), migros museum für gegenwartskunst, Zurich, CH (g), GAM- Galleria Civica d’ Arte 

Moderna e Contemporanea, Turin, IT (g), Halle für Kunst, Lüneburg, DE (s), Pecci Museum Prato, IT (s), Kunst-

museum Bonn, DE (g), Badischer Kunstverein, Karlsruhe, DE (g), Künstlerhaus Stuttgart, DE (g), Smart Project 

Space, Amsterdam, NL (co, p), Deutsche Guggenheim, Berlin, DE (g) 

s= soloshow, g= groupshow


